
Name:  Kate Taylor 

Episode Title:  Do You Hear What I Hear? 

Logline:   
 
The midwives face a newborn’s disfigurement, a mysterious letter, and an 
unwelcome guest on Christmas. 
 
Theme: 
 
Goodwill toward all    
 
Storyline 1:     
 
On Christmas Eve, Gerald arrives at Nonnatus unexpectedly and Jenny 
struggles to keep their affair a secret.  Sister Julienne recognizes him as a 
Member of Parliament from the lobbying conference she recently participated in 
with the Diocese.  Trixie, catching on, helps come up with a cover story – she’s 
invited him to visit sick children before Christmas.  Convinced politicians are all 
out for themselves, Sister Evangelina grudgingly brings Gerald to serve soup, 
while Jenny, who’s on call, must stay behind.  As they leave, Jenny privately 
thanks Trixie and reveals Gerald voted against the National Health Service to 
begin with and finds the poor a strain on the government.  During the soup line, 
however, when Gerald hears Fred’s story, and those of the community they’re 
serving, he is touched. When he reconvenes with Jenny at the house, and learns 
of Cynthia’s patient’s birth defect and medical needs, he is further moved and 
decides to support the bill for increased resources that Sister Julienne was 
promoting. (He potentially also assists Chummy in procuring the community 
viewing of the Queen’s first televised Christmas Message for the people of 
Poplar.)  Jenny and Gerald discuss their relationship and he finally hears her. 
While Sister Evangelina is spared finding out about the affair, Sister Julienne 
reveals to Jenny that she already knew.   
 
Storyline 2:     
 
Cynthia and Trixie deliver twins, one of whom is born with a cleft lip.  Cynthia 
tries to hide her shock while Trixie attempts to calm the family, who don’t take it 
well, and even consider giving the baby up. Not having seen or dealt with this 
before, the nurses seek assistance from the nuns, who address the medical 
treatment required, while Sister Monica Joan provides a more spiritual sort of 
guidance. Cynthia and Trixie advise and console the family, who eventually 
understand the implications and accept the baby’s condition.   
 
 
 
 



Storyline 3:     
 
Sister Monica Joan receives a Christmas card from a sister she didn’t know she 
had, who has located the nun after reading about her trial in the news.  Sister 
Monica Joan refuses to see the woman, born out of an affair between her father 
and a servant, as she still harbors resentment toward her father since he 
disowned her for becoming a midwife and nun.  However, encouraged by the 
nuns, and heeding her own words of advice to a family that must accept their 
child, Sister Monica Joan finally decides to meet her sister.   
 
Tiny side plots 
-Chummy and Peter return early from their honeymoon in India (bearing 
traditional Indian gifts) since the midwives (and Fred) are their “family” after all --
not to mention on hearing news of the Queen’s first televised Christmas Message 
they knew they wanted to experience it with the people of Poplar.  
 
-Sister Bernadette receives a compliment from a man in town.  
 
 
Explain how all three stories relate to your theme and your backstories: 
 
Sister Monica Joan mentions that the current astrological conditions (the planet 
Mercury in retrograde) (which it was in Christmas 1957) cause issues with 
communications, and we see this in the mishap with the letters, and in Chummy’s 
difficulty in arranging the reception of the Queen’s Christmas Message.  Further, 
Cynthia’s newborn patient will have difficulty speaking and communicating if the 
surgical repair of the cleft palate isn’t done. The cosmetic aspect of the cleft lip 
brings out the reminder of the Lord’s message – to treat others as you wish to be 
treated – in behavior and in how we speak to each other and ourselves.  Gerald 
for the first time is able to see the impoverished as his fellow man, and decides to 
use his influential voice to ensure they are treated accordingly, while Jenny is 
able to be honest about her feelings and finally move on.  Sister Monica Joan 
reminds us (and herself) that this message is one not only for Christmas time, but 
all year round, and as Jenny affirms in her voice over, without truly listening to 
one another there can be no love. 
 


